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Discretionary leave to remain UK is a specialized form of temporary permission granted under exceptional 

circumstances. Unlike regular visa categories, this type of leave is considered individually, often when no 

other immigration route applies or when strict rules would lead to unfair consequences. Understanding this 

complex process is crucial for those seeking to maintain legal status in the UK under challenging 

conditions.

What Is Discretionary Leave to Remain?

Discretionary leave to remain allows individuals who do not meet standard visa or asylum criteria to stay in 

the UK temporarily. It is usually granted when:

• Removal would violate human rights or international obligations.

• Compassionate or exceptional circumstances exist.

• The individual faces serious risks if returned to their home country.





Key Criteria for Discretionary Leave

Each application is reviewed on its own merits, with key considerations including:

• Human Rights Protections: Ensuring deportation does not breach the right to family life or protection from 

inhumane treatment.

• Compassionate Grounds: Illness or family hardship can be significant factors.

• Immigration History: Compliance with UK immigration laws is carefully assessed.

How to Apply for Discretionary Leave

The application process is detailed and requires:

• Submitting the correct application form (such as FLR (F) or FLR (M)).

• Providing clear evidence of exceptional circumstances.

Demonstrating why other immigration options are unsuitable.





Importance of Legal Expertise

Because discretionary leave to remain UK cases are highly complex, professional legal guidance is 
essential. Immigration experts can:

• Assess eligibility accurately.

• Assist with compiling strong supporting evidence.

• Represent applicants in appeal proceedings if necessary.

At Visa and Migration Ltd, we understand the nuances involved in discretionary leave to remain UK 

applications. Our dedicated team provides precise, expert advice tailored to your unique situation, helping 
you navigate the process with confidence and care.

If you believe you may be eligible for discretionary leave to remain UK or need help with your immigration 
status, reach out to us today for a confidential consultation.

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/discretionary-leave-to-remain/55.html
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